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has a membership of almost 2,000 and offers 
services to over 160 senior members daily. 

The centerpiece of this year’s sixth anniver-
sary commemoration is the Millennial Round-
table Celebration. Fulfilling an extraordinary 
and touching ceremony, tables will be orga-
nized with seating for 12 seniors who are each 
at least 84 years of age—totaling 1,000 years. 
For the first time, to commemorate the end of 
the century and the turn of the millennium, a 
Double Millennial Roundtable will be featured, 
with seating for 23 seniors who are at least 87 
years of age and totaling 2,000 years of age. 

A poet wrote, ‘‘I like spring, but it is too 
young. I like summer, but it is too proud. So 
I like best of all autumn, because its tone is 
mellower, its colors are richer, and it is tinged 
with a little sorrow. Its golden richness speaks 
not of the innocence of spring, nor the power 
of summer, but of the mellowness and kindly 
wisdom of approaching age.’’

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues to join 
me when I commend the Eighth Avenue Sen-
ior Center, and the Brooklyn Chinese-Amer-
ican Association, for its work to ensure golden 
richness in the lives of our seniors. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2990, QUALITY CARE FOR 
THE UNINSURED ACT OF 1999, 
AND H.R. 2723, BIPARTISAN CON-
SENSUS MANAGED CARE IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to the rigged rule for debate on the pa-
tients’ bill of rights. Ever since this session 
began, I have been working with my col-
leagues to bring ‘bipartisan patients‘bill of 
rights to the floor for a vote. But now that Re-
publicans have been forced to allow a vote on 
the bipartisan consensus managed care bill, 
they have written a rule designed to kill the 
measure. 

Instead of providing a fair and open rule 
considering the patients’ bill of rights, the Re-
publican Leadership has stacked the deck by 
writing a rule that blends the managed care 
bill with a measure riddled with special interest 
‘‘poison pills’’ designed to kill the measure, 
and that denies us the opportunity to offset 
any potential revenue losses from the meas-
ure. 

The Republican Leadership is combining the 
bipartisan managed care bill with a so-called 
insurance access bill, which is not paid for. In 
addition, the Republican leadership is denying 
a bipartisan group of members the right to 
offer an amendment to offset the cost of the 
bill and be fiscally responsible. 

If we can defeat this flawed rule, bipartisan 
advocates of managed care reform will return 
with a fair and open rule that will permit enact-
ment of managed care reform. My constituents 
deserve patients’ bill of rights. I urge my col-
leagues to vote down this rule and to support 
real managed care reform and bipartisan pa-
tients’ bill of rights. 

HONORING THE RAMSEY FIRE DE-
PARTMENT ON ITS 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 7, 1999
Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate the Ramsey Fire Department on its 
100th Anniversary. This volunteer unit is one 
of the finest in New Jersey and deserves the 
thanks and support of every resident of our 
community. 

Volunteer firefighters are among the most 
dedicated public servants in our communities. 
They set aside their own convenience—in-
deed, their own safety—to protect the lives 
and property of their neighbors and ask noth-
ing in return. Volunteer firefighters turn out to 
do their duty in the darkness of freezing winter 
nights and in the heat of suffocating summer 
days without hesitation. 

The Ramsey Fire Department was estab-
lished in 1899 with 32 original members. The 
new fire company made a $25 deposit on their 
first fire engine, an 1885 Babcock Chemical 
Wagon purchased second-hand from the 
Rutherford Fire Department. The Dater family 
of Ramsey donated property near the railroad 
tracks for the first firehouse, built at a cost of 
$197, and the Ramsey Fire Department was 
in business. The first alarm was a brush fire 
near the tracks in April and the first building 
fire followed in January 1900. 

The department grew quickly during the 
early years of the century, soon adding a 
horse-drawn ladder wagon and going to mo-
torized fire trucks in 1912. A modern pumper 
was added in 1927 and the Ladies Auxiliary 
was founded in 1935 with 23 charter mem-
bers. Additional equipment was purchased in 
subsequent years and the Island Avenue fire 
station constructed in 1951 to accommodate 
the growing fleet. A substation in the form of 
a three-bay addition to the borough garage 
was added in the 1960s. The 1970s saw the 
formation of the Junior Fire Brigade to encour-
age young people to become involved and a 
conversion from the traditional ‘‘fire engine 
red’’ paint scheme on equipment to lime yel-
low. 

The Ramsey Fire Department has twice re-
ceived the Box 54 Unit Citation Award from 
the New Jersey-New York Volunteer Fire-
men’s Association for daring rescues, once in 
1975 and again in 1984. In 1981, the depart-
ment found itself the victim of arson when fire 
destroyed the second floor of the Island Ave-
nue building. The building was repaired and 
rededicated the next year. 

Major renovations of the fire department 
headquarters on Island Avenue were com-
pleted in 1992, including a room to display an-
tique fire apparatus, a new radio room, a chief 
officer’s room, an office for administrative offi-
cers and a 150-foot radio communications 
tower. Since 1996, the headquarters building 
has been known as the Robert E. Litchult Fire 
Safety Building in honor of Litchult, who 
served a record 63 years with the department. 

Responding to nationwide difficulties in re-
cruiting volunteer firefighters, the department 
in 1994 formed a Recruitment and Retention 
Program to solicit new members. 

Throughout its long and distinguished his-
tory, the Ramsey Fire Department has pro-
tected both lives and property through profes-
sionalism, dedication and skill of its many 
members. The department has grown vastly in 
personnel, equipment and other resources. 
Today, it is among the finest firefighting orga-
nizations in the State of New Jersey. Members 
constantly train to improve performance in 
order to do their jobs as safely and efficiently 
as possible. 

The Ramsey Fire Department has come a 
long way from its founding. Today’s state-of-
the-art fire engines and high-tech equipment 
put Ramsey on par with any other fire depart-
ment in the region. But it takes more than 
equipment and buildings to run a fire depart-
ment. It takes dedicated, hard-working individ-
uals willing to put the safety and property of 
their neighbors first. People like President Ken 
Bell and Fire Chief George Sutherland and all 
the officers and firefighters of the Ramsey Fire 
Department deserve our most special thanks. 

The Ramsey Fire Department was founded 
100 years ago on the principle of neighbors 
helping neighbors. That principal has made 
the department a success and will continue to 
do so in the future. 

I would like to ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating the 
Ramsey Fire Department on 100 years of 
meritorious service to the community, and in 
paying tribute to the brave and dedicated fire-
fighters who have sacrificed personal safety in 
response to the needs of others. All past and 
present members of this very professional 
‘‘volunteer’’ fire department deserve our deep-
est thanks for their work on the behalf of our 
community. 
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THE SENIOR CITIZENS 
PROTECTION ACT 

HON. RICK LAZIO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 7, 1999

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce a bill to cut fraud and abuse in our 
Medicare system, restore balance in our 
health care system, and give us all a better 
quality of life. Federal, state, and local govern-
ments need more tools at their disposal to 
crack down on rampant health care fraud. 
Congress needs to empower law enforcement 
to preserve and protect Medicare, decrease 
the crime rate, and let each and every one of 
us feel safe and secure in our retirement 
years. 

The Health and Human Services’ Office of 
the Inspector General recently released star-
tling information on their audit of the Health 
Care Financing Administration (HCFA). Ac-
cording to the audit, the Medicare Program 
lost $20 billion in fraud and improper pay-
ments in Fiscal Year 1997. What is uncon-
scionable is that only $4 billion was recovered. 

A recently published Focus Group Study of 
Medicare Insurance Counselors found that 
most officials believe a significant amount of 
fraud exists and continues to undermine the 
Medicare program. In the study, many experts 
said HCFA took no action after being notified 
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